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Many	  Thanks	  to	  Our	  Supporters	  Including	  Two	  Saints	  
Bakery,	  HEB	  Plus,	  The	  Williamson	  County	  Art	  Guild,	  
and	  the	  Citizens	  of	  Leander!	  
	  

Leander	  Public	  
Arts	  

Commission	  
Spring	  2012	  
Exhibition	  

featuring	  works	  by	  
members	  of	  the	  	  
Williamson	  
County	  Art	  

Guild	  

	  

Exhibitions	  Dates	  

April	  12,	  2012	  
through	  July	  20,	  
2012	  /	  Viewing	  	  
Mon-‐Fri	  9am	  –	  5pm	  

Location	  
Downtown	  Leander,	  
including:	  
Leander	  City	  Hall	  
Pat	  Bryson	  Hall	  
Adams	  (Blue)	  House	  
	  

Reception	  

June	  7,	  2012	  
Pat	  Bryson	  Hall	  	  
4	  pm	  to	  7	  pm	  
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Leander	  Public	  Arts	  Committee	  

• Dustin	  Laycock	  	  -‐	  Chairman	  
dustin.laycock@gmail.com	  

• Mr.	  Ed	  Kelley	  	  -‐	  Vice	  Chairman	  
ed@edkelleyphotography.com	  

• Stan	  Holcomb	  	  
stanholcomb@gmail.com	  

• Ms.	  Sherry	  LeBlanc	  
sherryleblanc13@hotmail.com	  

• Mr.	  David	  Siebold	  
Place6@leandertx.gov	  

• Ms.	  Mary	  Hengstebeck	  
mhengstebecktexas@gmail.com	  

	  

Leander	  City	  Staff	  	  

• Kirk	  D.	  Clennan,	  CEcD	  	  
kirk@leandertx.gov	  

• Debbie	  Haile,	  City	  Secretary	  
Debbie@leandertx.gov	  
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Williamson	  County	  Art	  Guild	  Board	  
of	  Advisors	  
Lowana	  Carter	  –	  President	  
Jan	  Ligameri	  –	  President	  Elect	  
Mary	  Beth	  Martin	  –	  Past	  President	  
Lydia	  Edwards	  –	  Secretary	  
Joyce	  Seebock	  –	  Treasurer	  
Nick	  Ramos	  –	  Programs	  
Connie	  Hartsfield	  –	  Gallery	  
Carol	  Medford	  –	  Membership	  
Tom	  Ommen	  	  -‐	  Hospitality	  Chair	  
Deidra	  Williams	  –	  Newsletter	  
	  
Special	  thanks	  to	  Ms.	  Marianne	  
DeRiggi	  of	  the	  Williamson	  County	  Art	  
Guild	  and	  Ms.	  Mary	  Hengstebeck	  of	  
the	  Leander	  Public	  Arts	  Commission	  for	  
their	  outstanding	  behind-‐the	  scenes	  
effort	  to	  make	  this	  happen!	  We	  would	  
also	  like	  to	  thank	  Kirk	  Clennan	  for	  
gathering	  and	  hanging	  the	  art.	  

Featured	  Artists	  	  
Art	  By	  Gretchen:	   	  
gretchen@gretchenart.com	  
gretchenart.com	  

Lowana	  Carter:	  
llcarter2@verizon.net	  
lowana.com	  

R	  Castro:	  
rlcastro@suddenlink.net	  
castro.smugmug.com	  

Lisa	  Cowling:	  
wingsapart@yahoo.com	  
wingsapart.com	  

Gwen	  Dennis:	   	  
gadennis@yahoo.com	  
gwendennisgallery.com	  

Kathleen	  Dickinson:	  
bykdickinson@sbcglobal.net	  
bkdickinson.com	  

Charlene	  Gallagher:	  
shar1983@suddenlink.net	  

	  

	  

Grace	  Gerace:	  
gsgerace@gmail.com	  

Joan	  McShane:	  
mjmcshane@verizon.net	  

Douglas	  Mierl:	  
oceanlj@yahoo.com	  

Holly	  Moore:	  
ehollymoore2@yahoo.com	  

Wes	  Odell:	  
wesodell@gmail.com	  

Monica	  Templeton:	  
alexis.art29@gmail.com	  
alexisartgallery.com	  

Kirk	  Witmer:	   	  
khwitmer@juno.com	  
kirkwitmer.com	  
kirkwitmer.blogspot.com	  
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Charlene	  Gallagher	  
Location:	  Blue	  House	  
Bridge,	  Early	  Morning	  –	  Oil	  
($135)	  
Garden	  Beauty	  –	  Pastel	  ($105)	  
Mission	  in	  New	  Mexico	  –	  Oil	  
($95)	  
Flower	  Garden	  –	  Mixed	  	  Media	  
($95)	  
Rhapsody	  in	  Blue	  –	  Oil	  	  ($95)	  

Doug	  Mierl	  	  
Location:	  White	  House	  
Indian	  Winter	  –	  Oil	  	  ($500)	  
Indian	  Autumn	  –	  Oil	  ($500)	  
The	  High	  Country	  –	  Oil	  	  
($500)	  

GretchenArt	  	  
Location:	  Pat	  Bryson	  Hall	  
Acrylic:	  	  	  
The	  Garden	  ($175)	  	  
Texas	  Wildflowers	  ($695)	  
Gethsemene	  ($250)	  
Old	  Presbyterian	  ($125)	  
First	  Methodist	  ($595)	  
Old	  Methodist	  ($295)	  
The	  Barn	  ($295)	  
The	  Springs	  ($395)	  
Old	  Barton	  House	  ($395)	  
Austin	  “Mooie”	  Cows	  
($295)	  
The	  Cowboy	  ($195)	  
Afternoon	  by	  the	  Lake	  
($250)	  
Field	  of	  Poppies	  ($995)	  
Oil	  on	  Canvas:	  	  
Texas	  Churches:	  Grace	  
Heritage	  ($475)	  

I	  have	  always	  liked	  to	  draw	  
and	  paint.	  	  The	  effects	  of	  
sunlight	  and	  shadows	  on	  
nature’s	  beauty	  and	  colors	  
are	  mesmerizing.	  I	  started	  
painting	  with	  oils	  as	  a	  
young	  mother	  but	  other	  
priorities	  made	  me	  put	  my	  
brushes	  and	  paints	  aside	  
for	  years.	  	  Since	  I	  retired	  
and	  moved	  to	  Sun	  City,	  
painting	  has	  become	  a	  
wonderful	  activity	  and	  
more	  important	  to	  me	  
now	  that	  I	  have	  time	  to	  
create	  and	  appreciate.	  	  I	  
enjoy	  the	  depth	  and	  feel	  
of	  oil	  as	  a	  medium	  and	  the	  
effects	  the	  artist	  can	  
achieve.	  	  I	  also	  work	  in	  
pastels	  and	  try	  other	  
mediums.	  I	  try	  to	  discover	  
and	  create	  things	  that	  are	  
pleasing	  to	  me.	  	  

Started	  my	  
interest	  in	  art	  as	  a	  
professional	  
photographer.	  	  As	  
a	  result	  became	  
aware	  of	  A.D.	  
Greer	  and	  G.	  
Harvey	  which	  
encouraged	  me	  to	  
paint	  in	  oils.	  	  Have	  
shown	  paintings	  
in	  Kemah	  and	  
another	  gallery	  in	  
the	  Houston	  area.	  

	  
The	  artist	  known	  as	  
GretchenArt	  specializes	  
in	  “Painting	  the	  Town”	  
and	  in	  personalized	  fine	  
art	  acrylic	  and	  oil	  
paintings	  created	  from	  
I-‐30	  photos,	  pre-‐painted	  
in	  Corel	  Painter,	  then	  
painted	  using	  a	  palette	  
knife	  and	  various	  
brushes,	  sponges,	  etc.	  
on	  canvas	  in	  acrylic	  or	  

Joan	  L.	  McShane	  	  
Locations:	  White	  and	  Blue	  
Houses	  
Spirits	  of	  the	  West	  –	  Mixed	  
Media	  ($200)	  
Aggies	  Forever	  –	  Mixed	  
Media	  ($100)	  
Longhorn	  Spirit	  	  -‐	  Mixed	  
Media	  ($100)	  

As	  an	  educator	  for	  30	  years,	  I	  
was	  very	  fortunate	  as	  my	  
interests	  involved	  all	  the	  
sciences	  and	  arts.	  	  Now	  
retired,	  it	  has	  become	  an	  
experience	  of	  renewal	  and	  
inspiration	  to	  be	  part	  of	  
WCAG,	  for	  which,	  I	  am	  very	  
fortunate.	  
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Art	  is	  about	  color.	  The	  effects	  of	  light	  and	  
shadow.	  	  And	  spontaneity.	  	  Painting	  in	  oils	  
is	  a	  life	  long	  love	  of	  mine,	  continuously	  
evolving,	  ever	  exciting,	  and	  always	  
enjoyable.	  

I	  have	  been	  a	  full-‐time	  
working	  artist	  since	  1996.	  	  
My	  lifelong	  joy	  in	  the	  wild	  
places	  and	  their	  fragile	  
creatures	  is	  the	  spiritual	  
source	  for	  this	  work.	  	  My	  
background	  in	  anthropology	  
and	  the	  study	  of	  how	  
evolutionary	  forces	  sculpt	  
each	  living	  thing	  and	  its	  
interaction	  with	  all	  other	  life	  
is	  the	  intellectual	  source	  for	  
this	  work.	  	  My	  obsession	  
with	  restoring	  habitat	  that	  
supports	  wildlife	  is	  the	  heart	  
of	  this	  work.	  

	  

Kathleen	  Dickinson	  	  
Location:	  Blue	  House	  
Lakescape	  –	  Canvas	  Print	  ($150)	  
Morning	  Waves	  –	  Canvas	  Print	  ($150)	  
Little	  Whiptail	  –	  Mixed	  Media	  ($225)	  
River	  Terns	  –	  Mixed	  Media	  ($425)	  

Gwen	  Dennis	  	  
Location:	  City	  Hall,	  Blue	  House	  
Forgotten	  Glory	  –	  Watercolor	  ($225)	  
Hot	  Ice	  –	  Watercolor	  and	  Pencil	  
($175)	  
Nightsong	  –	  Watercolor	  ($315)	  
Whazzup	  –	  Watercolor	  and	  Collage	  
($235)	  

Lowana	  Carter	  
Location:	  Blue	  House	  
A	  Penny	  For	  Your	  Thoughts	  –	  Oil	  
($250)	  
King	  Leo	  –	  Oil	  ($300)	  
Yes,	  We've	  Got	  Some	  Bananas	  –	  Oil	  
($400)	  

Gwen	  Dennis	  has	  a	  Bachelor	  of	  
Science	  in	  Art	  Education	  and	  a	  
Master	  of	  Arts	  in	  Watercolor	  and	  
Sculpture	  from	  Texas	  Woman's	  
University.	  Her	  continuing	  studies	  
have	  been	  under:	  Carol	  Barnes,	  
Reveau	  Bassett,	  Gerald	  Brommer,	  
Naomi	  Brotherton,	  Dan	  Burt,	  Tom	  
Lynch,	  Barbara	  Neches,	  Coreen	  
Spellman,	  Michael	  Windberg	  and	  
Zoltan	  Zabo.	  	  Her	  awards	  include	  
Irving	  Wildlife	  (National	  competition	  
-‐	  2nd	  place	  watercolor),	  Northwest	  
Gallery	  (Local	  competition	  -‐	  judges	  
award),	  Pinnacle	  Gallery	  (Local	  
competition	  -‐	  1st	  place	  overall)	  and	  
two	  watercolor	  paintings	  included	  in	  
Kennedy	  Publishing	  “Best	  American	  
Watercolor	  Artists	  of	  2011”.	  
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Kirk	  Witmer	  	  
Location:	  Blue	  House	  
A	  Gate	  in	  a	  Wall	  –	  Oil	  ($95)	  
Adobe	  Shadows	  –	  Oil	  ($95)	  
Adobe	  Walls	  –	  Oil	  ($95)	  
After	  School	  Snack	  –	  Oil	  ($450)	  
Burger	  –	  Oil	  ($120)	  
Done	  for	  Tonight	  –	  Oil	  ($425)	  
Porch	  Rocker	  –	  Oil	  ($80)	  
Still	  Life	  in	  a	  Bunkhouse	  –	  Oil	  
($450)	  
Taos	  Pueblo,	  1929	  –	  Oil	  ($450)	  
Teton	  Sentinels	  –	  Oil	  ($30)	  
The	  Foundling	  –	  Oil	  ($350)	  

Kirk	  was	  finally	  able	  to	  
become	  a	  full	  time	  artist	  in	  
2008	  and	  has	  been	  painting	  
and	  drawing	  ever	  since.	  	  His	  
practices	  take	  him	  closer	  to	  
realism	  with	  each	  work	  that	  
he	  creates.	  

Alexis	  moved	  to	  the	  Austin	  area	  
from	  Chicago	  in	  1999.	  	  Her	  
preferred	  medium	  is	  acrylics	  but	  
she	  also	  works	  in	  pencil,	  pastel,	  
and	  oils.	  	  Being	  inspired	  by	  
nature,	  much	  of	  her	  work	  
includes	  animals,	  landscapes,	  
and	  pet	  portraits.	  	  She	  is	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  Williamson	  
County	  Art	  Guild	  and	  the	  Center	  
Art	  Club.	  	  Alexis	  is	  also	  the	  
curator	  for	  the	  Tamiro	  Building	  
in	  downtown	  Georgetown.	  

Alexis	  Templeton	  	  
Locations:	  Blue	  House,	  City	  Hall	  
SonnyMd	  House	  –	  Acrylic	  ($129)	  
Got	  My	  Eye	  On	  You	  –	  Acrylic	  ($139)	  
Northern	  Lights	  –	  Acrylic	  ($119)	  
Red	  Penstemons	  in	  an	  Arizona	  Canyon	  
–	  Acrylic	  ($129)	  

Wes	  Odell	  is	  a	  prolific	  competitor	  and	  
exhibitor	  with	  a	  multitude	  of	  award	  
winning	  photographs	  from	  State	  and	  
County	  Fairs,	  to	  the	  Photographic	  Society	  
of	  America,	  to	  the	  Sun	  City	  Club	  and	  the	  
Williamson	  County	  Art	  Guild.	  	  He	  has	  
belonged	  to	  six	  such	  organizations,	  five	  in	  
Texas.	  	  His	  one-‐person	  exhibit	  at	  the	  
Georgetown	  Public	  Library	  just	  finished	  a	  
two-‐month	  run.	  	  He	  enjoys	  teaching,	  
particular	  to	  beginners,	  and	  was	  the	  Vice	  
President	  for	  Education	  for	  two	  years	  at	  
Sun	  City.	  	  The	  Photography	  Boot	  Camp	  is	  
his	  signature	  event,	  having	  been	  taught	  six	  
times	  in	  various	  places.	  	  He	  has	  been	  a	  life-‐
long	  photographer,	  having	  his	  own	  
darkroom	  at	  age	  12,	  and	  making	  pictures	  
while	  living	  all	  over	  the	  west.	  	  His	  
preference	  is	  for	  Black	  and	  White	  images,	  
but	  he	  likes	  to	  experiment	  with	  artistic	  
effects.	  

Wes	  Odell	  	  
Location:	  City	  Hall	  
Above	  the	  Fog	  ($100)	  
An	  Eye	  for	  Beauty	  ($60)	  
Filming	  of	  True	  Grit	  ($100)	  
Filming	  True	  Grit	  (NFS)	  	  	  	  
Leaning	  Old	  Church	  of	  1884	  and	  Parson's	  
House	  ($150)	  
Lost,	  Out	  West	  Somewhere	  ($125)	  
Mission	  Concepcion	  ($75)	  
Mountain	  Man	  -‐	  The	  Trader	  ($125)	  
Old	  Rock	  House	  in	  Marble	  Falls	  ($80)	  
Our	  Texas	  Friend,	  the	  Windmill	  ($100)	  
Spring	  in	  Norse	  Texas	  ($80)	  



	  

	  

Holly	  is	  a	  7	  year	  resident	  of	  Georgetown,	  TX.	  	  
Over	  the	  past	  7	  years	  she	  has	  exhibited	  and	  
competed	  locally,	  statewide,	  nationwide,	  and	  
internationally	  in	  photography.	  	  She	  has	  received	  
numerous	  awards	  in	  Georgetown,	  the	  State	  Fair	  
of	  Texas,	  the	  Hill	  Country	  Alliance	  Magazine,	  and	  
has	  received	  over	  30	  acceptances	  in	  international	  
competitions.	  

R	  Castro	  	  
Location:	  City	  Hall,	  Utilities	  
Black-‐And-‐White	  Colobus	  ($15)	  
Lady	  In	  White	  ($20)	  
Red	  Bird	  of	  Paradise	  ($60)	  
Red	  Pentas	  ($40)	  
Spiderwort	  ($40)	  
Thorns	  ($25)	  
Twisted	  Fence	  ($100)	  

E.	  Holly	  Moore	  	  
Location:	  City	  Hall	  
Bonnet	  and	  Boas	  ($65)	  
Just	  Buckets	  ($65)	  
Sea	  of	  Sand	  ($65)	  
Up	  the	  Stairs	  ($65)	  
Rooms	  Available	  ($65)	  
On	  Third	  Avenue	  ($65)	  
	  

E.	  Holly	  Moore	  
Bonnet	  and	  Boas	  	  
Just	  Buckets	  
Sea	  of	  Sand	  
Up	  the	  Stairs	  
Rooms	  Available	  
On	  Third	  Avenue	  
	  

Lynn	  Kessel	  
(Blue	  House)	  
Stella	  Sells	  the	  
Poppies	  ($150)	  
Watchful	  Eyes	  
($150)	  

Lynn	  is	  a	  counselor	  at	  Williamson	  County	  Juvenile	  
Services.	  	  As	  a	  young	  child	  she	  enjoyed	  drawing	  
and	  painting,	  a	  passion	  encouraged	  by	  her	  father.	  	  
Her	  work	  includes	  watercolor,	  acrylic,	  and	  mixed	  
media.	  	  She	  is	  inspired	  by	  God’s	  creations	  of	  
nature,	  colors,	  emotions,	  and	  relationships.	  	  She	  
was	  awarded	  the	  Georgetown	  Poppy	  Festival	  T-‐
Shirt	  Design	  in	  2006	  and	  2007.	  	  She	  shows	  and	  
sells	  her	  art	  in	  festivals	  and	  local	  galleries.	  

Grace	  Gerace	  (Blue	  
House)	  
Best	  friends	  –	  Oil	  ($145)	  

Christine	  –	  Oil	  (NFS)	  
Indian	  Watching	  –	  Oil	  ($160)	  
My	  New	  Dress	  –	  Oil	  ($160)	  
Road	  to	  Taos	  –	  Oil	  ($85)	  

Sonny	  Boy	  –	  Oil	  ($160)	  
Terry	  –	  Pastel	  (NFS)	  

I	  have	  had	  an	  interest	  in	  art	  since	  childhood,	  and	  
enjoyed	  a	  couple	  of	  art	  classes	  in	  college	  (U.	  of	  H.)	  
but	  circumstances	  routed	  me	  into	  education	  and	  
accounting.	  Art	  was	  sidelined	  to	  some	  degree	  while	  I	  
was	  raising	  my	  family	  and	  teaching	  or	  working	  in	  
business,	  but	  I	  did	  get	  to	  paint	  here	  and	  there.	  Since	  
retirement,	  I	  have	  enjoyed	  studying	  and	  painting	  
reproductions	  of	  old	  masters,	  painting	  western	  
scenes,	  portraits,	  whimsy	  and	  am	  now	  trying	  
landscapes.	  My	  paintings	  don’t	  have	  deep	  themes	  or	  
philosophical	  meanings,	  just	  color	  and	  design	  that	  I	  
enjoy	  painting	  and	  viewing.	  

My	  work	  draws	  inspiration	  from	  
winged	  creatures	  of	  the	  natural	  world,	  
iconic	  imagery	  of	  the	  ancient	  and	  
spiritual	  world	  and	  divergent	  cultural	  
sources	  of	  the	  past	  and	  present.	  I	  begin	  
with	  a	  view	  to	  create	  a	  highly	  personal	  
insight	  into	  symbolic	  realities.	  The	  
challenge	  is	  to	  depict	  the	  imagery	  of	  a	  
transcendent	  subjective	  state	  similar	  to	  
meditation	  or	  prayer	  in	  which	  time	  
becomes	  relative	  and	  the	  focus	  is	  
entirely	  inward.	  

Lisa	  Cowling	  
(Blue	  House)	  
Rainforest	  
($1,600)	  
Wings	  –	  Oil	  on	  
Canvas	  	  


